Ending the Vietnam War

Background: Starting in 1954, Presidents Eisenhower and Kennedy send aid to the government of South Vietnam in hopes of strengthening democracy in South Vietnam and preventing the spread of communism into Southeast Asia.  As the government in South Vietnam became corrupt and weak and the Vietcong began attacking cities in the South, President Johnson sent in American troops to defend South Vietnam and began to launch air strikes against the North.  The war escalated under Johnson, and although the majority of Americans supported the war in 1965, public opinion had changed by 1969.  
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